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It is coming to be felt by historians that the history of Christianity 
and the church must be rewritten in terms of the evolution of religion. 
It is therefore as a fulfilment of prophecy that the work of Professor R. 
M. Johnston of Harvard University, author of several volumes dealing for 
the most part with modern history, particularly French history of the 
Napoleonic era, can be regarded. 1 For in his Holy Christian Church 
the author has attempted to do this very thing, being prompted perhaps 
less by a purely historical motive than by a religious one — the wish to 
help those who are attempting to bring evolutionary thought "into 
accord with their religious ideas." But, too, the author has felt and 
rightly felt that "the history of the Christian church as a whole has 
never been written. Many historians even openly evade the subject, 
deal with the Middle Ages as though the establishment and growth of 
the church were not the central fact but only a subsidiary incident, very 
much as the ordinary man shrugs his shoulders and avoids a topic with 
which he feels himself unable to grapple." Of the two aims, the religious 
and the historical, it is the former rather than the latter that the author 
has been most successful in attaining. 

On the religious side Mr. Johnston succeeds in conveying the notion 
that religion is a matter of evolution; that the religious evolution of the 
peoples about the Mediterranean should be treated as a whole; that this 
evolution was greatly influenced and conditioned by the various stages 
in the formation of a Mediterranean state; that the various nations, 
while their religious evolution follows the same general lines, yet make 
distinctive contributions to the final result; that to this final result the 
Jews through Jesus, Paul, and the Old Testament make weighty con- 
tributions but yet after all contribute only a part to the whole evolution — 
all this or something of all this Mr. Johnston suggests. But even on this 
side of things Mr. Johnston's treatment fails of its full aim, largely 
because of a failure to win for himself a clear conception of the process 
of the evolution of religion in general. His attempt to study the rise 
and formation of a particular set of religious conceptions is weak because 
not securely set in the framework of the evolution of religion in general. 
This lack in his mental equipment also weakened fatally his attempt to 
portray the history of the church. 

A history of the church as a whole in any satisfactory sense, Pro- 
fessor Johnston has not written. And the reason for his failure can be 

1 The Holy Christian Church, from Its Remote Origins to the Present Day. R. M. 
Johnston. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1912. 8vo, xx+331 pages. $1.50. 
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traced in large part to two facts: he has not thoroughly digested the 
results of the science of religion, nor has he perceived the necessity of 
treating the history of the church in terms of group life. His treatise 
does not reveal evidence on the part of its author that he has any clear 
grasp of the general lines along which the evolution of religious concep- 
tions and practices tend to develop. Without such a grasp no one can 
hope satisfactorily to treat the history either of Christianity or of the 
church. The like is true of the group-conception. For it is as an 
expanding group of a peculiar kind that the growth of Christian life and 
organization during the Roman empire and later must be studied, if 
ever its full significance for the life of society is to be understood and 
explained. 

Professor Johnston's book, then, does not give an illuminating 
insight into the growth and significance of the church as a whole. Lack- 
ing such penetration, his account tends, especially after reaching the 
Middle Ages, to fall more and more toward the level of the annalist, only 
relieved here and there by an interesting generalization or suggestive 
remark. On the religious side, however, it will for many a reader do 
much, helped by the narrative skill shown in its composition, to put 
Christianity in a new light. 

Of an entirely different order is the English translation of the second 
volume of Abbe" Duchesne's The Early History of the Church. 1 Undis- 
tinguished by novelty of view or treatment, but yet written by a scholar 
of the first rank and possessed of a narrative gift of high order, this 
volume combined with Vol. I constitutes the best sketch in English of the 
history of the church from the earliest times to the end of the fourth 
century. The appearance of the translation of the third volume is still, 
according to the publishers of the English edition, a matter of uncer- 
tainty. 

In Das MUtelalter, 2 Dr. Gerhard Ficke of Kiel and Dr. Heinrich 

1 Early History of the Christian Church, from its Foundation to the End of the Fifth 
Century. By Monseignor Louis Duchesne. Rendered into English from the Fourth 
Edition. New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1912. Vol. II, xix+544 pages. 
$2.50. 

2 Handbuch der Kirchengeschichte fur Studierende. In Verbindung mit Gerhard 
Ficke in Kiel, Heinrich Hermelink in Thekla bei Leipzig, Erwin Preuschen in Hirsch- 
horn, Horst Stephan in Marburg, herausgegeben von Gustav Kruger in Giessen. 
Zweiter Teil. Das Mittelalter bearbeitet von D. Gr. Gerhard Ficke, Professor der 
Theologie in Kiel, und Sic. Dr. Heinrich Hermelink, Pharren in Thekla bei Leipzig, 
Privatdozent der Theologie in Leipzig. Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohr, Paul Siebick, 
1012. xi+278 pages. M. 5. 
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Hermelink of Leipzig complete the co-operative Church History appear- 
ing under the general editorship of Professor Gustav Kruger of Giessen. 
Parts I, III, and IV had previously appeared; of the completed parts, 
I and II form the first volume, III and IV the second; a third volume 
containing the main index announced for the late fall has not yet come 
to hand. A supplementary volume which was to contain an extensive 
history of the writing of church history has been indefinitely postponed, 
owing to the death of Gerhard Loeschcke of Gottingen to whose hands 
this work was committed and by whom considerable advance was made. 
Similar in plan with the other parts, Das Mittelalter gives one a greater 
impression of narrative unity than did Das Altertum. It is further char- 
acterized by a greater suggestiveness at least in that part of it written 
by Dr. Hermelink. This is particularly true of his section entitled 
"Renaissance and Humanismus bis zur Mitte des 15. Jahrhunderts." 
Here the Renaissance is regarded as an Italian national lay movement in 
the realm of culture which along with the national movements in France, 
England, Bohemia, and other places contributes, only more forcefully, 
to the breaking-down of the mediaeval conception of the world and to 
the destruction of ecclesiastical unity. From the bibliographical point of 
view the book is valuable as giving the latest contribution in this field 
and period from beginning of the seventh to about the middle of the 
fifteenth century. 

Keen, clear and detailed the fifth volume, first half, of Dr. Albert 
Hauck's Kirchengeschichte Deutschlands, 1 continues to 1374 A.D. his 
authoritative account of this subject. The results of his accurate 
scholarship Dr. Hauck presents with a refreshing lucidity. 

Curtis H. Walker 
University of Chicago 
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It was a Baptist divine who was the first American to give a true 
appreciation of Luther. From 1833 to 1836 Barnas Sears was studying 
in Halle, Leipzig, and Berlin, during which time he founded the Baptist 
church in Germany by baptizing in the Elbe, at Hamburg, Oncken and 
others. This apparent lack of appreciation of the Lutheran church he 
made up by publishing in 1846 a selection from Luther's works and in 
1850 a life of Luther, especially of the earlier years. But the first complete 
setting forth of Luther's whole life and work by an English-speaking 

1 Kirchengeschichte Deutschlands. Von Dr. Albert Hauck, Professor in Leipzig. 
FUnften Teil, Das SpStere Mittelalter, I. Halfte. Erste und Zweite (Dopple) Auflage. 
Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs'gabe Buctyiandlung, ion. viii-t-582 pages. M. 12.50. 



